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NEXT CONCERT: 

Saturday 17thDecember2011, 7.30pm

St John’s Church Sidcup

Verdi


The Force of Destiny
Gounod

Judex from Mors et Vita

Tchaikovsky

Sleeping Beauty Suite
Massenet
Ballet Music from Herodiade

Rimsky-Korsakov
Suite: Christmas Eve

Irving Berlin

White Christmas
Plus carols and other Christmas favourites

Back by popular demand we are delighted that the orchestra will be giving a traditional Christmas concert this year – following a break of two years. 
As always there will be the opportunity to join the orchestra in the singing of carols – but this year those in the audience will be supported by the presence of members of the St John’s Operatic Society. We are delighted that they are able to join us for the seasonal celebration – and the orchestra will be accompanying them in a rendition of Irving Berlin’s Christmas classic “White Christmas”.
The orchestra is also playing the very seasonal suite from the opera by Rimsky Korsakov Christmas Eve. The full opera is based on a short story by Gogol, and represented a creative renewal after a period in which Rimsky Korsakov had suffered ill health and depression. It is not a work that I have played before, but those of you familiar with Scheherazade will immediately recognise the musical language. 
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The story of the opera is a folk fantasy involving at one stage the devil stealing the moon – so the movements in the suite include Games and Dances of the stars and Procession of the Comets – as well as an elegant Polonaise and the final movement Procession to the Midnight Mass and Carols.

The evening will start with a performance of the overture to Verdi’s opera The Force of Destiny. It shows the power of advertising I suppose but I can’t now hear this overture without thinking of a popular Belgian lager! That doesn’t take anything away from what is a cracking score.

The remaining works are both ballet scores. As a change from either the Nutcracker Suite or Swan Lake we are playing the Suite from Tchaikovsky’s other much loved seasonal  ballet Sleeping Beauty. The other ballet score is from another opera – Massenet’s Herodiade.  As its name suggests the opera is based on the story of Salome and the ballet score has a touch of eastern promise about it.

I’m sure that with the added fun of singing carols to a full orchestra accompaniment this concert will be a real curtain raiser to what we hope will be a happy a peaceful Christmas for you all. We look forward to seeing you.

 
Mayors Carol Concert
On the Sunday before our concert on 11th December, we are delighted that the orchestra has been invited again to play at the Mayor of Bexley’s Carol Service – also at St John’s Church. This will involve the orchestra's strings, including Bach’s Concerto for Two Violins with Inna Erskine and Anna Starkey as soloists
Parking Arrangements

If you are coming to either concert by car remember that after 6.30pm free parking is available at either the small Pay and Display car park near the entrance to Morrison’s supermarket – or alternatively at the Registry Office car park.
Friends Subscriptions
Many thanks to all of our Friends who have already renewed their membership this year. Particular thanks to those who have made additional donations or who have bought our annual season ticket – not just for your generosity but also for your commitment to come to each concert this season. From our perspective, after we have all worked so hard, it is particularly heartening to have a good audience to play for.
Other Anniversary events
The orchestra managed to arrange its first social event for a number of years a couple of weeks back – when we had a quiz night which raised money for the orchestra and also the Greenwich and Community Cottage Hospice.
The evening was such a success (particular thanks to Amy Roper and Wolfgang Altenau – organiser and quizmaster respectively) that we are planning a second one later in the season. We are in discussion with the Hospice to try to use our end of season concert to raise further money for this worthy cause.

Concert review 28th October
Although a small audience came to our last concert at St John’s we hope that they enjoyed the experience as much as we all did. It was a delight to play the Sinfonia Concertante for Violin and Viola by Mozart. As a viola player I was mesmerised by the wonderful tone from our soloist. Both soloists were however wonderful – and accompanied very sensitively by the orchestra.
The evening was completed by a performance of Symphonie Fantastique by Berlioz – which reached some wonderful heights. Although the famous March to the Scaffold and Witches Sabbath made an enormous impression – I really enjoyed the slow movement with its wonderfully played cor anglais and oboe solos. Well done to all concerned.

Tickets for 17th December are on sale now:





Helga Fastenbauer ( 020-8300-3268


32 Frensham Road, New Eltham, SE9 3RQ (Please send a S.A.E.)�Or:


Tony Holcroft ( 01322-557458








SSO 50th Anniversary Seasons











Saturday 10 March 2012�Berlioz, Roman Carnival Overture�Rachmaninov, Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini�Mussorgsky / Ravel, Pictures at an Exhibition�


Sunday 1 April 2012�Blackheath Concert Halls with The Blackheath Choir:�Elgar, King Olaf


�Sunday 20 May 2012�Schumann, Manfred Overture�Liszt, Piano Concerto No.1�Brahms, Symphony No.3





Saturday 7 July 2012�SSO 50th Anniversary Celebration Concert, including famous film music from the last five decades











